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The Institute for Ceramic Technology's
Home Product Unit conducts research,
in conjunction with AIDIMME and AITEX,
into trends in home design and the way
in they are evolving.
OTH is an initiative with the support of
the Valencia Regional Government.

Arquitectos de Mary Arnold-Forster

In spite of the hardships caused by the health crisis, our
instinct for survival and our efforts to adapt have gradually
led to a return to normal life. As from the second half of
2020, a rapid response at official levels helped to speed up
the recovery of business activities.
The lockdown and the imposed restrictions have triggered
greater interest in the refurbishment of household and
public spaces. Homes have become a central hub, with the
emergence of new values.
The home design sector managed to keep going, thanks to
the consolidation of online sales channels for home fittings
and furnishing companies and the capacity to meet orders
that had already been placed and projects that were in the
pipeline.
Newly developed products and new market innovations
take into account healthcare and sustainability: two key
influences in design and innovation. Closer ties with nature
and clean unpolluted air are two increasingly popular
criteria.
Source: Cuaderno de Tendencias del Hábitat 22/23
Observatorio de Tendencias del Hábitat
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Background
context

The general scenario
in home design

Background
context

The circular economy is growing in relevance in the home
design sector and important related innovations will be
announced in forthcoming years.
Life in times of the pandemic has boosted our digital habits
and the use of digital solutions, and they have become an
extension of life in lockdown.
There has been a boost to the development of electric and
self-driving vehicles in line with the paradigm shift in energy
toward the decarbonization of the economy and new habits
in urban mobility.
In the mid-term, we are facing a hitherto unheard of
worldwide surplus demand for industrial goods. This, in
turn, has put pressure on prices and led to supply chains
with a shortage of stocks.
Recent events associated with the war between Russia and
Ukraine have further aggravated the shortages, both of raw
materials and gas, which are essential to the tile-making
industry.

Attrap Reves, Allauch, Francia

Source: Cuaderno de Tendencias del Hábitat 22/23
Observatorio de Tendencias del Hábitat
Austin Maynard Architects
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The general scenario
in home design

The keys

•
•
•

A concern for our health
Spirituality, meditation, mindfulness
Technology and healthcare

Omnivisibility
•
•
•
•

A crisis of values
Continuing empowerment
Masculinities
Normalization - no filters

Source: Cuaderno de Tendencias del Hábitat 22/23
Observatorio de Tendencias del Hábitat

Sustainability
•
•
•

New energy systems
Sustainable food
Active sustainability

The virtual world
•
•
•
•
•
•

The big digital leap
The metaverse
+Real +Virtual
Decentralization
The drawbacks of the virtual world
Critical thinking

A new approach to life
•
•
•
•
•

Taking advantage of time
Human diversity
A search for authenticity
Social activism
A return to collectivism

Mobility
•
•
•
•

The boom in two-wheeled transport
Electric vehicles
Self-driving vehicles
Air travel

ITC_Aice-2022

A healthy lifestyle

Ceramic materials

interact at a visual, tactile
and emotional level

Apavisa_Corten-Titanium

Ceramic tiles are sustainable materials,
offering benefits in terms of wellbeing,
functionality and visual appeal.
In a bid to forge closer ties with nature,
we try to connect indoor and outdoor
living spaces, as if the materials flowed
from one area into the other, replicating
the same degree of comfort indoors
and out without relinquishing safety or
cleanliness.
ITC_Aice-2022

As we move toward 2023, the high
demand by consumers to transform
their homes into comfortable, dynamic
spaces is a major opportunity for the
ceramic tile sector. Ceramic wall and
floor tiles are materials that make an
impact on living spaces through their
colour, tactile characteristics or
capacity to reproduce natural looks,
such as stone, marble or wood.

In this changing scenario, healthcare
and sustainability are key factors to
bear in mind in the selection of
materials.

Arklam_Lilac

Tendencias

Experimentation with textures,
colours and processes, inspired
by the nature of materials.

Embracing Emotions
In our search for comfort and
peace and quiet, we seek closer
links with nature.

Exuberant Balance
High-octane colours, dynamic
patterns and exuberant extra
details are counterbalanced by
minimalist touches.

Enigmatic Luxury
Fascination at both a real and a
digital level is the leitmotif to this
trend.
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Expression of Nature
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Expression
of Nature

Agg Hab

1. Expression of Nature

Trend

Arquitectura Abierta

Casa Atibaia
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Experimentation with textures,
colours and processes, inspired
by the nature of materials.

Definition
This trend, prompted by shortages of materials, has been fuelled by
research into new possible resources. The emphasis on creativity,
with technology as an ally in experimentation.
Living spaces can benefit from a multitude of designs for regenerative
products, made of materials that are easier to recycle or to break
down in the future in an environmentally friendly way.

Surfaces are starting to be developed with sun-baked, raw-looking
finishes, combined with futuristic glossy touches, in a whole new
tactile, material-like approach.

Pando de Mullan Lighting
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Given our current awareness of the importance of sustainability, we
are starting to work with nature instead of depleting its resources. A
stronger attraction to materials is being achieved through raw-looking,
rough finishes that lend designs a more rudimentary appeal.

1. Expression of Nature

Interior design
In interior design, more authentic ties
with nature are sought in living spaces
through materials and products that are
natural, renewable, biodegradable,
geological or even unrefined, with the
achievement of a more artisanal appeal
through handcrafted traces.

Studio Moore

Humberto y Poyet

Castelatto

Studio Moore
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Looks typical of log cabins are
gradually being brought to urban living
spaces, with an added chic,
sophisticated touch. Wood is used as a
key feature in interior design, either
through indoor coverings or panelling.
Tactile contrasts and a warm,
welcoming feel bring a modern rural
charm to living spaces that reflect this
trend.

Materials

Erco Lai

Necessity and curiosity are driving
forces behind the transformation
of materials that are often
unwanted or worthless into
desirable everyday products.

Carbon Tile

Wycliffe Stutchbury
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Concrete Nation

Materials are re-used to create
uneven surfaces and to highlight
the beauty of imperfections, an
increasingly popular concept.
Surfaces are given a strong
texture, whether indoors or out. A
rough tactile effect is an important
way of creating a gut connection
with products.

1. Expression of Nature

Patterns
The current trend is for products with a
slightly flawed finish in a search for the
true essence of materials, hence their
presentation in a pure, natural state.
Slightly uneven tile surfaces or finishes
with a worn, faded patina; porous,
cracked clay appearances; limewash
and chalk paints with a dry coat,
evocative of desert landscapes.

Wycliffe Stutchbury

Astrid van den Bosch
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Wood, a material whose natural
qualities are evident, is given a worn,
mouldy appearance or patterns are
even burnt into it.

Tigran Erdman

Francesco perini

1. Expression of Nature

Displayed facets
Metal patinas

Creativity with materials

A rough texture gives objects a rudimentary
appearance, bringing out the appeal of the
material.

A sophisticated touch for time-worn
settings.

Artisanal influences bring added creativity
to products with the emphasis on material
effects.
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Meaningful imperfections

Wycliffe Stutchbury

Antón Hendrik Denys

Freyja_textiles

1. Expression of Nature

Meaningful imperfections
By exploring creatively with
materials, deliberate imperfections
can be achieved and duplicated as
decorative features, since designers
and brands attempt to tell us stories
through their designs.
Nombre
Konstantin Grcic

Nombre
Giorgio Collection
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Fuelled by a desire not to waste
anything and by our new acceptance
of small imperfections, uneven
edges, scratched surfaces and
unfinished looks are now a common
feature of surfaces.

Ido Feber

Nombre
Lumio

1. Expression of Nature

Metal patinas
Patinas, rust and worn textures are
exaggerated on indoor and outdoor
wall coverings to transmit all the
beauty of rough worn looks.
Surface finishes emulate the
effects of corrosion and oxidation
to amazingly realistic effect, with
glazes that improve on the colour
and appearance of these
imperfections.

Agne kucerenkaite

Nana Lur

Garnier & Linker

Castelatto

ITC_Aice-2022

To achieve an unrefined metal
appearance and a uniform patina, a
design process is followed based
on in-depth research and
experimentation, inspired by
historical and sociocultural factors.

1. Expression of Nature

Creativity with materials

@toscostudio-

Natucer
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Surfaces denote experimentation
with eye-catching, innovative
shapes, making far more
responsible use of materials while
also moving toward looks that
cheerfully incorporate re-used
materials through colour and
texture.
One decorative feature on
surfaces is the use of glazes and
mixed clays, either marbled or
layered with pigments.

Vermontwild

Pulp Fiction de Lab La Bla

Gaya Forés
SanchisHome
Exagres

01
01

02

02

03
04
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1. Expression of Nature

03

Todagres
Porcelanosa
Alaplana

01
01

02

02

03
04
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1. Expression of Nature

03

Peronda
Dune
Cerámicas Aparici
01

02
01
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1. Expression of Nature

02
03

03
04

Rosagres
Gaya Forés
PorcelanicosHDC
01

02
01
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01 / 02 / 03

1. Expression of Nature

02
03

03
04

1. Expression of Nature
Innovations continue in the colour palette of this trend, with
natural inks that include colourants made from seaweed,
botanical products and other plant ingredients.
Inspired by the colour of natural clays and fired pigments,
dull natural colours are the in thing, together with natural
patinas and sun-bleached effects on wood, metal and stone.
Moss, lichen and earthy shades are the inspiration for this
attractive colour palette, inspired by nature.
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Colour
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Embracing
Emotions

Waves Subframe

2. Embracing Emotions

Trend

Nordicknots

Sou Fujimoto Architects
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In our search for comfort and
peace and quiet, we seek closer
links with nature.

Definition
This trend focuses on products that boost feelings of well-being,
comfort and security. It can come in the form of therapeutic,
healing designs where advantage is taken of colour, light and
emotions, together with more openly practical designs that stand
out for their adaptability.

Embracing Emotions also denotes a sense of nostalgia and an
attraction for handcrafted objects. This is not a trend that looks
back at the past, but one that advances firmly toward a fastchanging future, taking advantage of everything that inspires and
unites us.

Diseño GS
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Instead of cold minimalist looks, it is influenced by a simpler
Japanese version in a restorative approach to minimalism,
characterized by designs with no frills, with an emotional
component. A balance is achieved through simple, sinuous,
ergonomic shapes and soft natural materials, comforting textures
and warm, sun-bleached colours.

2. Embracing Emotions

Interior design
With the new focus on living
spaces that boost our wellbeing,
we have become increasingly
aware of how our interiors affect
us, both physically and mentally.
The aim is to create settings with
relaxing, soothing qualities, thanks
to a combined use of shape,
colour and finish.

Mute Fraction- De Vorm
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There is a growing desire to create
more fluid links between indoor
and outdoor areas so that the
materials seem to flow from one
area to the next. The importance
of a home's comfort not only
encompasses its indoor areas, but
also its outdoor ones.

RAW

Instabilelab

Materials
The products that architects and
designers choose are made of
healthier materials so that we are
better protected by our living spaces.
Greater emphasis is given to the
tactile quality of artisanal materials
or to surfaces with a dry feel.
Alice Guidi

Limestone, plaster, cork and softcoloured wood in a natural state are
taken advantage of, giving priority to
natural fibres and very minimalist
looking biophilic designs.
There is a continued interest in
antibacterial and even breathable
products, ensuring better indoor air
quality in homes, with treatments
that actively absorb excess moisture.

Inax

Ogeborg
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The Arc Ibuku

2. Embracing Emotions

Patterns

Minimalist designs with a warm,
organic feel are an important part
of this trend. Rounded, fluted
shapes are combined with
embossing and micro-relief
textures conspicuous for their
clean, minimalist, timeless appeal.
Nature is united with wellbeing
through highly minimalist looking
biophilic designs.

Design Scorcio
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Surfaces are decorated with curves,
fluid lines, ribs, and geometrical
shapes in matt, brushed or misty
finishes.

Dirk van der Kooij

Displayed facets
Rebooted creativity

Subtle tactile effects

Nature inspires a symbiosis between
technology and the organic..

A blend of maximalism and restorative
minimalism.

A repeated tactile effect as a means of
highlighting geometrical patterns.

ITC_Aice-2022

Designed nature

David Nicolás

Ignant

Palma x Hanghar

2. Embracing Emotions

Designed nature
Nature is a key focus of inspiration
in products for the home and living
spaces. The aim is to perfect
nature's own constructions through
new technology.
Designs feature bulging volumes,
fluted embossing and shapes that
seem to embrace you, sometimes
with amorphous silhouettes inspired
by nature.

Sara de Beaumont2

Don Tanani
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Water and its movements inspire
wavy contours and swirling
pigments, sometimes uniting
tradition with technology and even
sustainability.

The Arc de Ibuku en Green School

2. Embracing Emotions

Rebooted Creativity

A nostalgic feel is achieved
through a warm, cocoon-like
restorative minimalism, contrasted
with a restrained maximalism.
Two opposite styles that
complement one another, united
by a use of colour and texture to
help lift your spirits. Minimalism
can be colourful.

Nombre
Studiopepe

Nombre
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A touch of creativity through a
new take on artisanal patterns.

Studiopepe

Nombre
CArrelé – The Calcium Brick Collection

2. Embracing Emotions

A subtle tactile appeal

Nordic and Japanese influences
continue to be highly popular,
bringing a new look to flat surfaces
through ribbing and folds so as to
enhance them visually and at a
tactile level.
Marcante Testa

Keraben

This is a minimalism that appeals
to the emotions, exploring the
restorative benefits of tactile
designs.
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Updated versions of classy tactile
surfaces, using recycled wood,
concrete, ceramics, felt, cork,
polymers, textiles and leather, all of
a responsibly sourced origin.

Indo-made

Apavisa
Exagres
Ceramica Mayor
01

01

0203

03
04
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2. Embracing Emotions

02

Marazzi
Keraben
Tempio
01

01

0203

03
04
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2. Embracing Emotions

02

Colorker
El Molino
Apavisa
Grespania

01

02
01

03

04
04
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2. Embracing Emotions

0302

Equipe
Adex
Estudio Cerámico
Onix

01

01

03
03

04
04
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2. Embracing Emotions

0202

2. Embracing Emotions
With its stronger, holistic approach to health and healing, the
Embracing Emotions trend takes advantage of soft pastel shades
that evolve into energizing sensory colours. A good commercial
colour balance is offered, with pastel shades in colours and
reliable neutral shades to foster a sense of wellbeing, combined
with brighter colours, sometimes with digital inkjet technology.
A neutral colour spectrum is a key way of achieving a careful
balance, from white tiles and fabrics to warm pale natural woods,
with a dash of colour achieved through a curative glossy shine.
Warm nourishing greens and restful blues are key colours.

ITC_Aice-2022

Colour

ITC_Aice-2022

Exuberant
balance

Tommabloom

3. Exuberant balance

Trend

GAIA

Custhom
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High-octane colours,
dynamic patterns and
exuberant extra details are
counterbalanced by
minimalist touches.

Definition
Exuberant balance is the most fun-filled, eye-catching trend. It
explores the notion of maximalism, taking advantage of cultural
narratives to dress up living spaces in rich colours, patterns and
materials.
In addition to our physical and mental wellbeing, we need to feel
emotionally good, and this trend can contribute in a major way. By
stamping our personal hallmark on living spaces, we transform
them into places to enjoy through the colours, materials and
shapes of objects.

This futuristic visual style incorporates certain minimalist touches,
hence offering a certain balance when used in combination with
Embracing Emotions.

Time slip
Madera de fresno, pintura de uretano.

ITC_Aice-2022

With the growing use of digital technology and its widespread
popularity, a form of videogame aesthetics has emerged. This
opens up huge new creative potential.

3. Exuberant balance

Interior design
Contrasts are a recurrent feature of this
trend, combined in a fun-filled,
spontaneous way. Interiors have a
cheerful, playful appearance; products
for use outdoors combine functionality
with stylishness; and digitally enhanced
looks are a much admired trend in the
physical world.
In this case, looks that are anything other
than common are sought in interior
design, with no fear of taking risks.
Colours are used to highlight certain
features in order to make an impact or to
create a shift of focus.
Tiled surfaces can add colour and
texture, either accompanying features of
special interest or else playing a
particularly decorative role.

ITC_Aice-2022

Design Philippines

House and garden

Bilbo Garcia-Conde

Theia

Lev Khesin

Kooij

Physical materials and digitally created
looks are seen as interchangeable
realities, with metals that change colour
and surfaces with sensory effects thanks
to surface haptics. Smooth hypertextures
evolve into a lighter weight version
through phygital surfaces, based on
haptic technology, and surface finishes
with sensory properties.
The impact of these materials is evident
in the tactile quality of their finishes.
Collage-based designs use interplay with
colour and texture as a means of
highlighting different features. One
particularly important trend is marble in
different shades and textures, perfect for
decorative features.

ITC_Aice-2022

Materials

3. Exuberant balance

Patterns
Amazing 1960s and 1970s geometrical
patterns take pride of place, including
diamonds and block-like patterns on an
enlarged scale. Colour helps to
emphasize the designs structurally.
Textures can be extra-smooth or else
have a sticky rubbery look, and prints and
patterns are cheerful and maximalist,
ranging from contrasting patterns and
splotches of paint to various types of
artistic expression.
Technology and craftsmanship are
united in the creation of striking
geometries. The idea continues to be to
wow people.

ITC_Aice-2022

Shaw Contract

Cevica

Gaya Fores

3. Exuberant balance

Displayed facets
Imminently digital

Hyper nature

A more refined approach to maximalism,
with equal expressiveness.

Fascinating and intriguing in an expressive,
fun-filled way.

An obsession with hypernature, with
amazing futurist forests.
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Revised maximalism

Tommabloom

Mae Engelgeer x Wall & Deco

Lanzavecchia

3. Exuberant balance

Revised maximalism

Nombre
NJ-Roseti

Nombre
Zachary A Design
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The Sport Stripe side table, in
walnut and maple, stands out for
its asymmetrical design and dash
of colour.
Colour is important, but so is
shape and the decorative pattern.
Zacharyadesign's products for the
hotel and catering trade are
specially designed to be intercombined with one another.
Thanks to their broad-ranging
colours and shapes, multiple
combinations are possible,
allowing for the creation of highly
singular spaces, brimming with
colour.

The Wrong Shop

Roarvale

3. Exuberant balance

Imminently digital

Iridescent effects have a magnetic
appeal and a capacity to transmit digital
or other-worldly effects.
With treated steel, a fascinating
holographic effect can be achieved.
Glass or transparent coloured materials
have a certain digital effect.
Ceramic glazes can also have equally
captivating iridescent effects.

ITC_Aice-2022

Lara Villa

Lauridsgallee

Holographic domesticity

3. Exuberant balance

Hyper nature

01

02

03

04

Officinarkitettura

Divine Savages
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01 / 02 / 03 / 04

Converging times play a key role in
the creation of ground-breaking
interiors inspired by the past,
present and future. Extra touches
are used to jazz up classic styles,
bringing a more modern
appearance to interiors.
Simone Guidarelli's Imaginary
Gardens are a clear illustration of
this look.

Utopia Goods

Lauridsgallee

Ragno
Cevica
Undefasa
Land Porcelánico

01
01

02
02
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3. Exuberant balance

03

04
04

Realonda
Onix
Cevica
Undefasa

01
01

02
02
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01 / 02 / 03 / 04

3. Exuberant balance

03
03

04
04

Da_Vinci
Coverlam
Ceracasa

01
01
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3. Exuberant balance

02

03

03

Realonda
Ceracasa
Mainzu
Keros
Cerámicas Aparici

01

02
01

04
03

05
04
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3. Exuberant balance

0302

3. Exuberant balance
With this trend, colour is used to bring vibrancy to interiors.
It can also be used to divide up spaces or to highlight a
particular architectural feature.
Colour is used in an unexpected, bold, unequivocal way. In
the case of ceramic tiles, pinks, purple sheens, synthetic
sunsets and digital colour spectrums acquire a more dusty
look, without relinquishing the use of sharp contrasts,
leading to immersive settings.
Vintage colours like pink, brown and green add a softer
touch.
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Colour

ITC_Aice-2022

Enigmatic luxury

WGSN

4. Enigmatic luxury

Trend

Colectivo Neo Diseño

Irem Kaydu

ITC_Aice-2022

Fascination at both a real
and a digital level is the
leitmotif to this trend.

Definition
Starting out from the premise that luxury can be a sign of inner wellbeing, with the
pandemic, this concept is now being revised. In response to the demand for one-of-akind living spaces, with nothing remotely conventional about them, highly
sophisticated products are being designed, inspired by jewellery, art and technology.
Smart products are evolving and moving toward purely digital versions. Thanks to
NFTs, digital works have acquired credibility and the luxury design sector now
considers them to be a new form of investment in art. Digital aesthetics have been
brought to other products like furniture, with liquid or faded finishes typical of fantasy
worlds.

In short, the common denominator to this trend’s different facets is fascination, at
both a digital and a real level.

Métaphores
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Neo-industrial aesthetics will become an established trend in the luxury design
sector. Designs take on a certain digital appearance, with a more tactile, futurist
quality.

4. Enigmatic luxury

Interior design
Interiors are strongly influenced by a
desire for one-of-a-kind products. In
furniture and decorative accessories,
what is important is to trigger new
sensations.

PriestmanGoode

Alfombras Zar
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By distorting shapes through
transparencies, light and reflections,
immersive spaces can be created.
Public spaces are superb test labs for
experimenting with the elegance of
anodized metal, chrome finishes etc. in
order to create distorted effects. Neoindustrial styles have progressed
toward the creation of more elegant,
futurist spaces.

Tableau CPH

Arnaud Domange

Materials

yiannisghikas

Adasokol

Metal, glass and resin have a striking,
intriguing liquid appearance. The wavy
patterns that are generated with
materials break down the barrier
between the virtual and the physical
worlds. With this trend, highly
attractive digital effects are created by
materials themselves.

Recycling gives rise to new narratives,
and recycled marble or wood both
feature in this trend.

Studio Stefan Scholten

Unilina
Luminoso
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In the case of marble, its interest
appeal lies in its effects on a large
scale; for instance, with large onyx
veins. Travertine marble will make a
comeback in settings where a more
natural look is sought.

4. Enigmatic luxury

Patterns

Luxurious looks are moving toward
more experimental, extreme patterns,
based on Surrealist or cyborg
aesthetics. Water-inspired designs with
liquid effects are perfect for creating
immersive spaces.

Studio.Oong

Scarlett Yang
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Marbles are used to create big,
colourful backcloths, either in the form
of blocks or lines. The incorporation of
recycled marble or its combination with
other materials allows for the creation
of amazing effects.

OMA

Yi xi n Zheng

4. Enigmatic luxury

Displayed facets
Glam

Immersed in marble

Digital aesthetics give rise to designs
with a liquid appearance.

Soft and subtle, sometimes futuristic
appearance..

Large-scale effects. Recycling gives rise
to new narratives.
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Digital liquids

Superblue

Yi xi n Zheng
@melted.potato

OMA

4. Enigmatic luxury

Líquidos digitales

Last season's liquid effects take
on a more clearly defined look,
through their colour and
construction.
Lukasnovak

CS Rugs

Colectivo Neo Diseño

Andobjects
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Wavy designs acquire a more
digital appearance, with controlled
movements and regular
repetitions.

4. Enigmatic luxury

Glam

Glam is an example of this trend
(or a style) that can always be
found in the luxury design sector.
The latest tendency is a subtle,
sometimes futurist version.

Briq

This look is also influenced by
Nordic styles through a more
gentle, subtle approach to
glamour.
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History continues to exert a strong
influence, even though, in the end,
a futurist air prevails.

Daily Dream Decor

Wallpepper

4. Enigmatic luxury

Immersed in marble

Ceramic tiles play a key role in the
creation of natural effects that are
extremely rare or hard to achieve, as is
the case of some marbles.
Keraben

Arklam
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Onyx continues to be the jewel in the
crown when it comes to marble. These
effects are particularly popular in the
contract market and their personality
really comes to the fore in immersive
spaces.

ETILE

Nombre
Techlam

Land Porcelánico
Porcelanico HDC
Grespania
01
01
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4. Enigmatic luxury

02

03

Colorker
Fanal
Natucer

Realonda

01

02

03

04
04
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4. Enigmatic luxury

03

Porcelanosa

Todagres

01

02
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4. Enigmatic luxury

Dune
Saloni
Coverlam

01

02
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4. Enigmatic luxury

03

4. Enigmatic luxury
Different types of green stone, granite or ceramic tiles
can be used to bring a natural charm to kitchens and
bathrooms.
Reflections cast on surfaces with a coloured liquid, or
metal appearance add a certain futurist touch.
Although Ocean blue can also be used to create
settings true to any fantasy, this colour is also perfect
for infusing settings with a restful sense of balance.
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Colour

Ceramic Surface

lucia.ortiz@itc.uji.es
ana.benavente@itc.uji.es
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Trends

